LOCAL VOICES / NARRATIVES REGENERATE PURFLEET

PUBLIC WORKS APPROACH

We work and teach Architecture and urban design through initiating creative participatory projects on site
to generate social, cultural and programtic strategies which will inform the future physical design.

We use the tools being presently used by public artists to conduct our participations.

Initially we engage with the local residents and players either through artists residencies, 1:1 chats or
large scale events. The information is used to set a very clear and unique brief tailor made to a place.
We do not search for consensus and dont ask locals to design, but rather ask for their expertise on the
environments they inhabit and try and make the architectural and the planning process more transparent
so people can understand how and why decisions are made and where they can be part of that decision
making process.

For us Architecturel and urban design is part of a complex process through which social and
cultural development is or should be established.

The work here demonstrates the above statement. It is divided into 2 phases:
Phase 1 - Cultural and community development - strengthening the local identity
Phase 2 - How phase 1 feeds the the new High House community centre.

Scenarios:

Local narratives were collected and a series of programs were extracted from what the locals had
expressed as their desires. These were then assessed and made into a series of scenarios.

Not all scenarios will be implemented but in the next semester students will test their impact further
through their designs.

BAKING AND TEA ROOMS

During Phase 1 a project should be set where
local recipies are collected and keen local
bakers are identified.This can become a
voluntary service or beginning of a local
economy promoted by the healthy living
centre. Local allotments can become
contributers to the ingrediants.

The high house will in Phase 2 host the tea
rooms and the kitchens.

Lily Bourn - has won prizes for her cakes.
Has lived in Purfleet all her life.

Social and cultural development

EXISTING CONDITION PURFLEET

Purfleet hasalways had a shifting Identity. Its Identity changes as the needs for London change.
From Farm lands to industry and now shortage of housing has attracted housing developers to
the previous farm lands and industial lands.

The town however wants to shake this condition and we are working with the students to reveal
layers of identity that makes up Purfleet and its position within Thurrock.

There are different sites where this strengthening of Identity can shape itself:

Existing structures
1- St Stephens Church
2- The after school club
3- The Barrel store

New structures
1-High House
2- New primary school

The fast development of commercial housing has meant that neighbourhoods are becoming fragmented
and detached from each other creating an environment of housing Islands. This together with the fact
that people are coming to Purfleet to buy as a stepping stones to a better home makes the emergence
of an identity almost impossible. Another factor that adds to this problem is the lack of a centre in
Purfleet.

It is these issues that the students are addressing in their projects this year and will present the outcome
to Thurrock council and the High House Steering committee.

High House Community

LOCAL CRAFTS

Craft workshops on site would create both
local and regional interest. However it is
crucial that the site facilitates the opportunity
to create contemporary local craft through
innovative education programs and
partnership rather than purely relying on old
crafts.

Every day activities encompass skills and
hobbies, which are part of a local culture and
thsi needs to be capitalised on to create local
crafts.
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Jackie Day - Does patch work with her
neighbours at home.

Phase

- Strengthening local identity
through cultural projects/initiatives
- Conducted through events
temporary or permenant

- Creating new community
networks

- Activating under used public
spaces in the town

- strengthening the LOCAL

centre

on its site

activities.

the town.

- Phase 2 is the materialisation
of phase 1 into a fully
sustainable site.

- facilitate links between
community networks earlier
established through activities

- Enabling formal and informal

- Unique architectural piece in

O
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